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PREFACE.

!

1

-^
These four Addresses were delivered by the

Kev. Andrew Murray, of Wellington, South
1

Africa, at the Mildmay Conference of 1895.

1

As this little booklet may find its way to

all parts of the world, and as Mr. Murray,
;

'

, 1

1

in his warm introduction, makes special

gj^ allusion to the "gatherings of the saintsH of God at Mildmay," it rnay be desirable

,^H to refer to the origin of these Conferences.

ji^H They were conmiericed at Barnet, near

t^V London, in 1856, by the Rev. W. and Mrs.

I

^^^^Bl' Pennefather, who longed for the nianifesta-
i

'iW"~ tion of true Christian union ; and they were

jl continued when he became Vicar of St.

mt^ Jude's, Mildmay Park.

!

,;|^H ]\Iildmay is therefoi-e the mother of the



many Conferences of Believers which are

now convened all over the world.

Out of the Mildmay Conferences, too,

sprang the many loving ministries, of which

a short resumi is given in the appendix for

the information of interested readers.

J. F. Morton, Colonel,

Superiniendent atwl Treasurer.

\

mTRODUCTION.

It is with much pleasuro tliat I accede to tlie

request of the publisher to have these addresses

issued for the benefit of the Mildmay Missions.

The Church owes Mildmay, and Mildmay's God,

a debt of gratitude for all the work it has done,

and the various agencies connected with it. And

specially for all the blessing connected with

its annual gathering together of the scattered

saints of God. With our whole heart we say, as

Moses said of Israel when he spake of what

God had done for tiiom, "The Lord God make

you a thousand times so many more as ye are,

and bless you as He hath promised you."

With the humble prayer that our Great

Prophet may use these simple words to teach

His people the truth concerning Himself and

His blessed work, I send my loving greetings

in Him to all into whose hands the little book

may come.

^yy>v£ilAX4.r> ,jAA^ /L-L-*-*- O,
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i'KOPHET, PRIEST, KING.

Fulness of pi'oplTetio story,

FnlneBS filling all in allj

Brightness of the hidden glory,

Answer to the world's long call

—

Jesus, Thou our future knowest.

Ml it with Thyself alone

;

May we follow where Thou goest,

Ever Thoe our Prophet own.

Great High Priest, ahove all other,

Sacriiioe of God oomplete,

May iTe never own another,

Or confess at other feet

;

Never seek another altar,

Never wish another Lamb,

Pardoned; washed, why should wc falter,

Pleading in Thy priestly name ?

King of kings ! may Thy dominion

Multi^jly and still increase

;

Give Thy sway the eagle's pinion,

King of Righteousness and Peaee.

Rule within Thy Church ! inherit

All that Thon hast bought, great Son

;

Rule o'er each blood-ransomed spirit,

Prophet, Priest, and King in one,

William Luff

THE LOED JESUS CHRIST;

®uc ipropftet.



"A prophet is a spokesman of God—one who does not apeafe

at Iiis owa will, one who does not utter his own sentiments,

tut who speaks the words that God gives him to speak.

(Jeremiah xxiil. 22.) That was the work of a prophet—to
stand in the Cabinet of Jehovah and nxake the people hoar

His words. God was the Speaker, and the prophots were bat

the mouthpiece of God." j. g. MoVicker.

"The Lord Jesns Christ was God's spokesman to ns, tho

manifestation of God to us. I have heen amazed, over and
over again, to raaci that the Lord Jesus Christ never nttsred
a word of His own. I have had to read it again and again,

and I have often turned to see if it ia really there, hut there

it is. In John xil. 49 it is written, 'Tho Father gave Me
a commandment, what I should say, and what I should

apeak.' Just think of it. Some of us want to ha original,

and say something original, to pray soniethiag original, to

think out something original. Oh ! how ashamed wo ought
to he of ourselves if such a thought ever tools possession of

us for a moment, when the Lord Jesus was, as we nnderstaud
it, never original. The Father told Elm always what to say.

Yes, romemhor John sii. 49, ajid forget not John siv. 10, for

there we read that the Lord said that the words He spoke Ha
spoke not of Himself, hut the Father, who dwelt in Him,

He did the works." Pastor a. M. steabns, D.d.

OUE PEOPHET.

Lbi us lead froni the three first versos of the

first chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews.

" God hath in these last days spoken nnto

ns by His Son." Then, in the third verse,

"Who, when He had by Himself purged our

sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty

on High." You see that in these three verses

we have the three offices of Christ. God hath

spoken by the Son ; that is the Prophetic office.

" Who, when He had purged our sins " ; that

is the Priestly office; "sat down on the right

hand of God " ; that is the Kingly office. The
three are inseparably united, and just in the

order in which they are given here. I want, by
God's help, to help you and myself to understand

what it means, that I have a Prophet in Him.
The Church has Christ as its Prophet, and I

too.



THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:

Notice first, the close connection between these

three offices. It is not an accidental thing that

there are three offices, and not two, nor four

;

Mit it is in the very nature of things just what

we need. Man has in his nature three great

faculties; the power of knowing, the power of

feeling, and the power of willing, / Jtnow ;

that is, the things that are outside of me ; I

have a sense by wMdi I can take cognisance of

them. I can see wlieii it is dark or light;

whether a man is standing yonder or not; I

know. The next is, I feel. Light or darkness

makes a pleasant or unpleasant impression ; I

feel happy or unhappy ; I feel good or evil.

Then there is the third ; / can will. When I

know a thing, I can desire it. When it affects

me pleasantly I can choose it. And now, just

as there are these three powers in the human

soul, so God meets us with this threefold work

of grace. Sin destroys all the three faculties.

My understanding, my power of knowing, has

been darkened. My feeling, my consciousness

of what I am, brings me nothing but wretched-

ness, and a sense of condemnation. Then my

will has been perverted ; I choose the evil.

Christ meets these three needs of our being.

As Prophet, He brings the hght of God into

our hearts. He reveals to me my sin and

wretchedness; that is the first thing He shews

in the light of God. He tells me not only my
sin, but God's love too ; and the way to God

;

He tells me God has made Him a Priest to

bring me nigh to Him; and shining into my
heart as a Prophet, He brings me to His Priestly

work, and teaches me to understand that. You
see the Prophet first, and then the Priest. Then
comes the Kijigly office ; when, as a Priest, He
has redeemed and purged and sanctiliGd me; as

King, He fits nie to rule over sin and self. The
three offices of Christ; do not look upon them
as something accidental, but understand how
inseparable they are.

Then try also and take hold of the truth that

the prophetic office must come first. I am
afraid that there is a great tendency to exalt the

priestly office above the prophetic, and then the

kingly office above the prophetic too ; and I am
persuaded the Church sufi'ers immense damage
from that. Just lately I read in a well-known

theological work, that the priesthood is of

" super-eminent importance," I do not believe

it. Do not think that I do not adore and

worship Christ as our ever-blessed Melchizedek;

but the prophetic office must be as precious as
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the priestlj'- office. Let me first remind you

how the prophetic office always precedes. Look

at it in history. iVIoses was the great prophet,

of whom God said, "I will raise np one like

nnto him." There you have the prophet first,

then came Aaron the priest ; later on, you read

of the king. In the life of Jesus it is the

same; for three years he acted as Prophet,

teaching; then on Calvary began the Priestly

office ; with the Ascension began the Kingship.

The prophet must prepare the way. Now, yon

can see why it is that the Church can suffer

harm, if we neglect the prophetic office of

Christ. The prophetic office is the gate to the

priestly and kingly offices. How am I to enjoy

the blessings of the priest and king, unless I

have the prophet to enlighten me, and lead mo.

up, and teach me to take possession of what

God has prepared. Oh, friends ! what is the

reason that so many who have a strong faith in

the priesthood of Christ—praise God for that

wonderful priesthood !—so often complain, " I

do not realise His power; I believe in the

blood, and I believe in a living High Priest,

and I believe in the holiest of all opened for

me; but somehow, it has no power over me.

Why does it not influence my heart and life

more % " It is simply because you take that

truth more from the Church than from Jesus

Himself; by study and thought from the

teaching of your mother, or your minister, or

your Bible, and you do not allow the Holy

Spirit Himself, as the gift of our divine

Prophet, to lead you into the blessed mysteries

of divine truth.

It is not enough to have a priest and a king,

there must be a prophet. In the spiritual life

there is not a more practical truth for me than

this—I must have Jesus as a Prophet. He is

the Prophet of whom God said " Hear Him "

—

not now and then—no ! but every day and

every hour. My soul rejoices that it is Jesus

the Prophet who will reveal to me Jesus the

High Priest, and lead me on through the blood

to the Kingship. Let us beware of accounting

this Prophetic office of Christ a little thing.

Let lis beware of limiting it to the future—the

prophecies in regard to the future. Wo ; as we
have already heard, the Prophet is, in all

things, the mouthpiece of God. Not only One
who foretells, but One who tells us how to live.

Let me say one thing more to illustrate the

truth that the prophetic oiHice has been neglected.

Do we not all thank God unceasingly for the
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blessed Eeformation, when the great tmtli was

proclaimed tliat a man needs no inteivention of

a fellow-man in drawing near to God ; but that

every anxious soul can go straight to God,

because the High Priest lives and is accessible

to everyone ? But tell me, has the great truth

that I need no intervention between Christ and

me, as Prophet, that I can have as direct teach-

ing by the Holy Ghost, been equally acknow-

ledged and proclaimed? Tell me, from your

experience, and the tcaeliing you have beard,

whether the Prophetic honour of Jesris has

been maintained as His Priestly glory has? I

trow not. Wc have not honoured Jesus as the

Prophet as we should have done. Tou know

the great difference—I find it difficult to express

it in words—but the great difference between

the prophetic ofiice and the priestly and kingly

offices was this, the priestly and kingly ofaces

were in Israel a fixed institution. All the

children of Aaron, down the ages, were priests.

Just so with the kings; the sons of Davi<l.

They were the royal race; however wretched

and however ungodly they might be, it was a

fixed thing. But there was no race of prophets.

The ptophets were raised up by God from time

to time. Just when priesthood and kingship

OUR PROPHET,

had failed and dishououred God, then were the

prophets raised up. There is about the prophetic

office a directness of Divine interposition, a

dependence upon God's immediate and ever

renewed operation, with a liberty of action and

progressiveness, more than about the priestly

and kingly office. Hence it is far easier for us

to get a clear comprehension of the j)riostly and

kingly office. The priestly office gives access to

God. It deals with a finished work. Just so

with tlie kingly office ; Christ is sat down upon

the throne. The prophetic office is far more

difficult of apprehension. It implies that I must,

day by day, in the confession of ignorance,

in docility and dependence, wait upon the

heavenly teaching. It implies that each time

I read one word of God's jirecious Word, I

must ask God to let the Divine Prophet speak

in my ear. It implies a continuous direct

personal intercourse with God. The gloiy of

the Prophetic oifice has not been understood.

The belief in priesthood and kingship has not

exercised a sanctifying effect, because we did

not wait upon Christ by the Spirit to leveal to

us what the priesthood and kingship gave.

Let us now go further, and see what the way
is in which Christ exercises this prophetic office.
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Have you ever observed, that in tlie last night

when Christ spoke tliose wonderful chapters,

John xiv. to xvii., and gave the promise of the

Holy Spirit, the chief thing that he said about

the Holy Spirit, is something which is not

ordinarily placed first. We generally think of

two things in connection with the Holy Spirit

;

holiness, or sanetification, and power for service.

But what the Lord Jesus Christ especially

emphasized and repeated was this, "The Spirit

will guide you into all truth." That was with

Jesus the chief thought. Ah, friends ! is there

not too much of our religion that is without

this Divine teaching, because we have not

known our blessed Prophet, the One who

teaches us each day \ Let me just quote, from

St. Paul, something that will illustrate this.

You remember in the 1st Epistle to the

Corinthians, where Paul was telling thein of

Christ sejiding him to teach, he writes how,

when Christ sent him, He gave him one warning

—that he must preach the Gospel, but not with

man's wisdom, or he would make the cross of

Chi'ist of none effect. He did not say, " Paul,

take care you preach the cross," but He said,

" Take care, when you do preach, that you do

not rely on man's wisdom." Then in chapter

OUR PROPHET.

ii. Paul goes on to tell us, "I came not with

escelloncjr of speech, or of wisdom," because

Christ is the wisdom of God. You know how
he had taught in chapter i. that Christ has been

madounto us wisdom, righteousness, sanetification,

and complete redemption. Brothers and sisters,

I do ask all of you who have accoiinted that

text in Corinthians i. a precious jewel, has not

the thought, " Christ is my righteousness," been

far more precious than "Christ is my wisdom"?

And that ought not to be. If we knew what it

is to bow in deep humility, and set aside all

human wisdom, and to seek to be freed from

the power of beautiful words, and to simply

ivait for the Holy Ghost to teach, there would

be new power in the preaching. Christ, as

Prophet, does His work by the Holy Spirit.

But what is now the work of the prophets In

the Old Testament you will find the prophet

has three things to do. One is to convince of

sin. God raised up Elijah and Elisha, Isaiah

and Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and all the prophets, to

testify against the sins of Israel. "Cry aloud,

and spare not. Shew My peopk their trans-

gression." That is the work of the prophet.

The second work is that he reveals the spiritual

truth and law of God. The prophets had to
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reveal wliat the spiritual meaning of sacrificu

was ; what the spiritual meaning of the temple

service and religion, was; what the spiritual

meaning of prayer was. They had not only to

convict of sin, but to teach all the truth of God.

The third thing they had to do was to convey

promises in regard to the future—sometimes the

near and immediate future
;

promises of de-

liverance from the hand of enemies; promises

of God's presence in the midst of His people

;

to awaken a holy expectancy. Oli, brothers, is

not the Church of Christ in our day just in

need of this prophetic work of Christ *? You

know how He does it. He does it by men
upon earth. You have read about Aaron

being a prophet to Moses. Yes, and Christ

is the revealer of the heart of the Father

—

of God's holiness, of His love, of His saving

power. Would that God would raise up to us

prophets to testify against the worldliness and

sin of His people ! I remember years ago

getting a letter from a missionary in Africa,

and he said, "Would that God woidd raise up

prophets in this world !" When every minister

learns to wait upon Him as His mouthpiece,

de2>end upon it, God will give the needful

prophets and needful power to testify against

OUR PROPHET. 23

sin. It is the work of Jesus through the Holy

Ghost. Once again, we need to have the

spirituality of our religion revealed, as the

prophets did it of old. When the priesthood

and kingship, in times of decay, had fallen into

disrepute, the prophets came to call men back

a^-ain. We have taken the truths we hold too

little from Jesus Christ Himself; this is the

reason they have not more spiritual power in

our life. But let our hearts be glad ; Christ is

able and willing to restore every spiritual truth

of God. That truth which we sometimes mis-

apprehend, and sometimes rob of its spiritual

power, Christ is able to make a reality in our

very hearts. It is the work of the prophet

thus to convince of sin, and to reveal the

spiritual truth of God. But above all, to

awaken a holy expectancy. Praise God, there

are not a few who, when they look upon the

state of Christendom, upon the state of London,

with four million people who never go inside

the house of God, wdio feel that we can do

nothing, and yet dare look up and believe that

with God there is dehverance; whose whole

spirit is that of waiting upon God, and hoping

in Him. Oh, brothers, if you want your hearts

awakened up to cheerful confidence and ex-
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pectaiicyj honour Christ the Prophet. Ho will

show you what God can do, is going to do.

Once again, Christ Jesus is the mouthpiece of

God, to she-\7 us all tliat God is preparing to do
for us.

I have spoken of what Christ does. Now
comes the practical application. What is He to

be to usi Here I have just two thoughts.

luTst, in regard to the Church in general. Oh,

let us all pray without ceasing for the Church
of Christ—that the prophetic honour and office

of Christ may be acknowledged in its full glory.

I say it again : you all rejoice that, in our

Protestant Christendom, there is no more
thought of a Priest intervening between my
soul and God; Christ Himself sprinkles mc
with the blood; we may, indeed, have direct

communion with God. It is not otherwise

with the teaching and guidance Jesus gives.

Let us pray to God that, in the work of the

Church, this blessed truth may he brought forth

in its fulness, that every one may have direct

contact with Jesus—not only the saving Jesus,

the redeeming Jesus, but also with the teaching

Jesus. Let us pray, too, that God would give

to all His ministers of the gospel, all faithful

preachers of the gospel, a right sense of their

OUR PROPHET. 25

holy position. Christ, the mouthpiece of God

;

I, the mouthpiece of Christ. You, my brother

ministers, servants of God, and you workers all,

men and women, who love to tell of Jesus in

your Sunday Schools, or elsewhere, I pray you,

if you are to honour Jesus as the Prophet, as

the mouthpiece of God, tlien you must live

towards Him as He lived towards God, and
give yourselves up in prayer, in continuous

waiting, in quiet self-abnegation and trust, to

be taught by Himself, through the Spirit.

Christ the Prophet ivill use you, as perhaps

He has never done. My second thought is a

word to all individual believers. Beloved, it

will have profited us very little to have heard

about Christ, the burden and fulfilment of the

Prophetic word, if we are content to have only

the thought of what the word prophesied, in

the past, and how it has been fulfilled. Wo
need something more : we need the livinL'-

Christ Himself. Christ's installation as Prophet

was beside the Jordan when Ho was baptized,

and the words were heard, " This is My beloved

Son, So, listen to Jesus, the Living One. " Hear
ye Him." That is it. Christ, our heavenly

Prophet, can descend and come do-ivn into our

whole life; with every spiritual perplexity we
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feel, with every prayer we send up, with every

difficulty in our daily path, He can he our

Teacher. Let Jesus be your Prophet, let Him
be your Teacher; wait on Him, "They that

wait on the Lord shall never be ashamed."

Above all, if you are longing that He should

lead you into the inysteries and blesEedness of

the Priesthood ; into the very holiest of all

within the veil, there ever to dwell in God's

light
J

if you would have Him lead you into

the faith, the experience and the joy of tlie

ransomed, and enable you to sing every day,

" i^i'ow unto Him who loved us, and washed us

from our sins in the blood, and made us priesta

unto God," then let Jesus, as the Prophet, come

in. Bow before Him even now, yield yourself

to Him, rejoice in Him, and trust Him.

"
' N» man iiatli asoenSed up to heaven but He tjiat oama

down from heaven, even tlis Son of man wlio la In heavsn.'

Tiiat 13 to say, all other human prophets have been, as it

-were, trying to reach up to heaven, and directly tliey hava
got to the mountain height, and God has given them a little

revelation of His truth, they have come down again and
made known that revelation ; but no raan has ascended up
to heaven to get the whole ravelation, save Ho who came
down from heaven. This Is why the Lord Jesus Christ is a
true prophet—because He is the Son. In John i. 18, we read,
' Ho man hath seen Sod at any time ; the only bogotten San
which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath doolareil Him,'

and it is because He is the Son of God, because He was m
tiiB hoaom of the Father, therefore. He is l/)ai Prophet that

ehould come into the world."
Rev. E. a. Stuart.

THE LOED JESUS CHRIST:

^De Completion or iprlestbooO.
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"What a wonderful Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ is ! Each

new glimpse that wo get of His glory saems to be brighter

anil better than anything -we have ever seen before ; and
when He comes to do any new work of grace in our hearts, it

seems tho very best that Ho can do for ns. So, •when wa
hoar of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Prophet, we are tempted

to exclaim, ' Surely this is His most wonderful office ! Surely

there can be nothing in Christ tliat goes higher, or is mors
glorious than His -work of revealing God tlie father 1

' When
we turn to speak of Him as the Priest, we cry, 'God forbid

that 1 should, glory, save in tlia Cross cf the Lord Jesus

Christ.' And wlien ive see Hlra as our King, we fall in

adoration at His feet, and crown Him Lord of all. So we need

to be reminded, that we must not set any one of these offices

against any other, for the whole Jesus is fully in each of

them.

"But our subject now is the Priestly work of the Lord

Jesus ; and what I would say to you, dear friends, is this

:

Give yourselves up for awhile to the adoration of our Lord

Jesus as Priest. Be oontent, for the time being, to thinli of

this as His most wonderful v/ork ; and ask God that afi'esh

the glory of it may break in upon youi- soul."

Rev, G. H, C. Macgreoor.

THE COMPLETION OF PMESTHOOD.

Let us read the first verse of the eighth

chajiter of Hebrews. " ISTow of the tilings

which we have spoi:en, this is the sum"

—

the Eevisod Version says "this is the chief

point." "We have siieh an High Priest Who
is set on the right hand of the Throne of the

Majesty in the lieavens." Jesns Christ, the

coniplotion of sacrifice and priesthood. I want

to speak more especially of the compiotion of

priesthood. I^What is the object of priesthood?

The restoration of fellowship witli God. The
priest was to take the sinner into God's presence.

Religion ! What is that ? We have jnst as

much of religion as we have of God. The
increase of religion, the revival of religion,

moans nothing but this^to get more of God
into our hearts and lives, more of God's will,

more of God's presence, more of God's power.
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Priesthood means simply this—the bringing

of us into perfect fellowship with God. See

how this is illustrated in the story of Israel.

Look at Exodus xxv, 8, just where God begins

to give Moses His command about the Taber-

nacle and the priesthood. He has spoken of

the free-will offerings, and then follows, " Let

them make Me a sanctuary ; that I may di^'oll

among them." God wanted to live near, to

live with, to live among His people ; and He

wanted His people to live with and to live

near Him. Look at oliap. xxix. There we

have it more distinctly connected with priest-

hood. In the second half of the 44th verse,

we read :
" I will sanctify also both Aaron and

his sons, to minister to Me in the priest's office
;

and I will dwell among the children of Israel,

and will be their God." Priesthood has no object,

apart from God's dwelling among His people.

And now in the xfew Testament, the great

object of the Priesthood is this, that we may

dwell with God every hour of our lives, and

that God may dwell with us and in us. Dear

friends, it is well that we should ever go back

to Calvary and the atonement, and the Cross,

and the precious Blood, to look at the everlasting

foundation of our hope. When, however, a

THE COMPLETION OF PRIESTHOOD. 31

man has laid a foundation, he does not always

abide there; but up and up and higher up
lie builds, until the superstructure is complete.

Calvary and the Cross are our foTindatiosi

;

but what is now the House that God has built

upon that % What is now the life into which
God leads us through the Cross and Calvary?

If we study all that the Priestliood implies

wo shall have the answer to that question.

Let me speak to you first of all about Jesus

Himself—the High Priest. Everything must
commence there; then we can go on to see

a little of His work aa High Priest in heaven
;

and after tliat, what it is that that ivork will

accomplish for us in the world.

We look first at Jesus. And what is it that

constitutes Him such a perfect High Priest"

You know how the Epistle to the Hebrews
tells of that. It consists in this—that He
is God, and that He is man. As God, He is

the Omnipotent Creator; not only holy and
righteous, and able to conquer sin outside of

us, but as Creator-God, He has access to our
inmost being, so that He can indeed cleanse us,

and lift these hearts of ours into fellowship

with God. And then, He is not only God, but
He is man. Wo see in that beautiful 5th chapter,
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what the two great thoughts are connected with

His humanity. One, that He Himself was

perfected in obedience by His suffeiing and

His struggle. He learned obedience; and so,

as our High Priest, He can teach us obedience

;

and when He gives us, as High Priest,

His Holy Spirit, the Spirit that He gives us

is the very Spirit of the obedience that was

in Him. Let us take that in. The very

essence of Christ's work on Calvary is obedience

to God. He gave Himself up to the will of

another—not His own will, but the will of

His Father. And when Christ, as Priest,

brings mc unto God, it is by the Divine Spirit

that He puts into me, and He gives me the

same muid and disposition as was in Him.

Then there is the other thought—we see in

His humanity the deep tenderness with which

He sank down into perfect conformity with us,

in all our tears and prayers and suiferings. So

that I may have great confidence that there

is no place in which I am, and no condition

in which I suffer, hut the High Priest is willing

to enter into its depths, to make Himself one

with me, and in it, and out of it, to lift mo

up to God. Oh, brother! njy Christ is God!

Mystery of mysteries ! Tily Christ is Man !
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A man as I myself am. The epistle to the

Hebrews tells you how Christ, as Man, having

finished the sacrifice for us, went up to heaveir,

and now has a heavenly Priesthood, and carries

on that Priesthood in Divine and everlasting

power. It is the heavenly Priesthood of Christ

we want to think of. This is the sum of all

that is written here, and thioughout God's

Gospel. "We have such an High Priest who
is set down at the right hand of the Throne

of the Majesty on high." Clirist is a heavenly

High Priest, who gives us a heavenly life,

enables us to lead a heavenly life on earth.

And now, what is the work that He does as

this great High Priest? He brings us nigh

unto God. In connection with that, there is a

double work, of which this eighth chapter of

Hebrews speaks. If you read the chapter care-

fully, you will find that Christ there bears two

names ; the one name is the " iVfinister of the

Sanctuary " ; the other, the " Mediator of the

Covenant," These two names are linked

together inseparably. And it is just these two

that we need. What do I understand when I

find that word, "the minister of the sanctuary"?

In every temple there was a god to whom the

temple was devoted^an unseen god. But there
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vvas a priest—the priest of that temple—who

was to receive the petitions or the sacrifices of

the worshipper, and to get the answer back

from God, So it was with Aaron. It is said

of him, and of the priests in Israel, "they shall

stand ill My presence to minister," and "they

shall go out and bleas in My name," There is

a Godward and a manward redemption. And

so Jesus stands as the Minister of the Sanctuary,

in His Godward work; and He stands as the

Mediator of the Covenant, specially in His

manward work. What does that mean % Christ,

as the Minister of the Sanctuary, has done these

things— first of all He opened the sanctuary
;

Ho opened the sanctuary by His blood. Ho

went when He ascended into heaven, and, with

His own blood. He entered into the holiest

place ; and i?e read that with that blood, with

that sacrifice, the better sacrifice, the heavenly

things were all cleansed, and that in opening

the holiest with His blood, He secured us

complete and most confident access into God's

presence. He is the Minister of the Sanctuary.

But Ho is more. He lives there that He may

ever act for us—do the work of bearing us uij

before the Father. He prays. It is written

"He liveth to pray"—not prayers with words,
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not prayers such as ours ; but His whole Being,

His presence before God, is one unceasing

intercession. Without ceasing, there rises from
Him to the Father a cry that never fails, for

more spirit, and more life, and more blessing,

and more of the love of God, to be manifested

in the Church of Christ here on earth. And
without interruption, there flows back from the

Father, Who delights in the Son, a stream of

blessing to His Son, to impart to His body upon
earth. And, even so, there flows forth un-

ceasingly from the Son, a stream of blessing

into every heart that is open to receive it. As
the fruit of His intercession, there flows down
an unceasing stream of Mossing unto His

believing people. It is flowing even now. Do
try and realize this. Just as the sun does not

exist for one moment without pouring out its

light, just so, our Lord Jesus cannot exist (I

say it with reverence)—cannot exist one single

moment without the love, and Spirit, and power,

and blessing of God flowing out from Him. If

we did but learn to believe in the power of that

intercession, what lives should ivc live, and with

what joy would we sing—" To Him that loved

ns, and loosed us from our sins by His blood
j

to Him be glory and dominion "
I
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But once more. The Priest not ojily opened

the temple, and He not only dwells there, as an

iutercessor—He does more. He has told ns in

His word, that we all are to live in the Holiest

of all. You know the text, " Having, therefore,

brethren, holdness to enter into the Holiest, let

lis draw nigh." Alas ! our hearts are so foolish

and so feeble, and so ready to fail, that we to'o

often think, "I cannot enter into that Holy

place, and I never could expect to be always

kept abiding there. How could I, with this

sinful nature, always, without ceasing, live in

the House of God, in the presence of the thrice

Holy Onel" Here conies the blessed tlionght

to help us : Christ is the Minister of the

S-anctuary. He is there to take thee in, to

bring thee in, to keep thee in, to bring thee

ever deeper in. He is there to watch over thee

aAd: to instmct thee, and to guide thee every

hour. Oh, brother! would you realise what

that is, " -Having boldness to enter into the

Holiest of all"? Believe that you have a

High Priest over the House of God, a Minister

of the Sanctuary, into whoso keeping God will

give you. " Let us draw nigh " ; we can do so

with Jesus, the living JeSus, to bring us in.

And then, onee more, it is He who is to

«
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coramunieate to us all the blessings that we are

to receiv.e as we tarry in the Holiest of ijll.

What is it that I am to do when I am in the

Holiest % I am there to learn what worship is.

To learn what it is to sink down into ever

deepening humility before God. There it is

that I am to be clothed upon with the likeness

and the spirit and the beauty of Jesus. There

it is that J am to receive afresh, every day, the

outflow and the inflow of the Holy Spirit from

my beloved Head. How can I attain to th,ese

things? Beloved fellow-believers, you have a

liviog High Priest, who waits every moment to

do His perfect work in you; all that you long

for as you tarry in the PJoIy place, you may
count upon Jesus, the High Priest, doing for

you in power. Let as take to heart this one

work of Christ. "He died, the just for the

unjust, that He might bring us unto God " ; or,

as in Hebrews vii. " A better hope whereby we
draw nigh to God." To bring us nearer to God
is the great object of the priesthood of Jesus.

You know practically just as much, or as lifctle,

of the priesthood of Jesus, as you have much,

or have little, of the nearness of God. Is it

what your heart longs for % " Nearer, my God,

to Thee." How often we have sung it! Oh!
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take to-day, with large faith, the bleaaed truth

again of the work of the High Priest, the God-

Man Jesus. It is to bring and to keep me near

.

to my God. I can count upon Him to do it.

Will you count upon Him for tliat 1 Let every

heart say " Amen, I will trust Jesus to keep me

near to God," And then, whatever desires you

have, and whatever needs you feel, and whatever

hopes arise in you, depend upon it, Christ will,

and Christ can, fulfil them all.

That is the meauing of the word—He is the

"Minister of the Sanctuary"—the Minister of

that heavenly place into which we are to go, and

where we are to live. But now comes the great

difficulty. "Alas, my sinful heart! How can

I ever hope to live all the day in the presence

of my God, in the Holiest of all ! Here is my
feeble nature, here is my faithless heart, and

here, too, are my circumstances, so trying and

full of temptation. Por hours and hours I am

often compelled to concentrate all the attention

of my mind and heart on some worklly business.

I do it in the Lord's name, and yet my heart is

occupied with these things." Listen brother,

wliile I tell you of the other name of Jesus—He

is the " Mediator of the New Covenant." What
does that mean'? He is not only, as we lieard
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a little while ago, the surety of the Covenant.

Even that word " surety " means more than we

think. At the beginning He was my surety

when He paid the debt ; but that was only the

beginning. Christ is my surety that the

Covenant will be fulfilled in me. He is to-day

my surety for what I need to-day. And oh

!

He is that surety because He is the " Mediator

of the Kew Covenant." You know what

that New Covenant is. You have read the

bcautifid account we have of it, from Jeremiah,

in Hebrews viii. : "Their sins and iniquities

will I remember no more." That is the first

;

hut there is a second :
" I will put My laws

into tlieir mind, and write them in their hearts."

Then there is the third :
" They shall not teach

every man his neighbour, and every man his

brother, saying, Know the Lord : for all shall

know Me, from the least to the greatest." Now,

it is the work of our High Priest to see that

that Covenant is fuliilled. He has to mediate

—to pass down from heaven, to secure and make

actual in my heart every moment the reality of

these blessings. First the sins remembered no

more. Christ is able to give me something far

more than just the thought that I have been

pardoned, and that every time I fail I can get

I
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pardon again. Christ can, by His Spirit, lead

us into tlie wonderful pow.er of His blood j so

tiiat wo may know what it is to have a constat

trust in Him, and to have n,o rr?pre remembrance

of tlie sin that has been put away. Christ

Jesus is able to make the po^er of His blood

such a reality, that the life of God dan shine

mibrokenly in my poor heart. In chap. ix. just

where we read of Christ's entering the tabernacle

and the Holiest with His blood, there follows

immediately, in regard to the other—the human
side, "How much more shall the blood of Christ

cleanse your conscience from all dead works, to

serve the living God % " Oh brother ! have you

such an apprehension of what Christ's blood can

do 1 Do you long for it 1 There is not a word

that fills me more with wonder and admiration

than that precious word, " the blood of Clirist."

Oh, let us know that blood which our High

Priest applies. Let our souls rejoice in Him.

Let us ask Jesus to keep us in the full enjoyment

of this, the first blessing of the Covenant.

Then comes the second blessing, " I will

ivrite My law in their hearts." Praise God

!

What does it mean to have a law in the heart?

It means this. To have the knowledge and

the will and the power of God's law inspired

into us. When I speak of an acorn, how do I
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know that it will grow up into a mighty oak-

tree, that may stand for a hundred years 1

Because the law of the oak-tree has been

written in the heart of the acorn. The acorn

may be small, and the oak-tree may be spreading

its branches for a hundred years to come, but
it was all in the acorn. Even so with Christ,

the Mediator of the Covenant, the one on
whom I can depend to make the Covenant tnj.6.

Christ, my High Priest, He is to see that the

Spirit of the Lord God shall he and live in m.e,

and rule in me, and conquer in me, and work
out all His blessed purposes in me. Christ, the

High Priest, is Mediator of the Covenant for

this blessing, too, a life that lives out the law

written in the heart.

And then the last— iniiuediate and unbroken

fellowship with God. The prophet leads us on

into the fulness of tlie blessing ;
" A man shall

not need to say any more to his brother, Know
the Lord," for there will be direct, immediate,

personal communication between God and the

soul ; "all shall know Him, from the least even

to the greatest." Beloved! Christ is the Mediator

of the Covenant; is not only Minister of the

Sanctuary in heaven., hut also tlie Mediator of

the Covenant on earth. Just think, for a

moment, why these two things must go togetlier.
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That, I think, will make it clear to us what the

blessedness is of this priestly work. We know

that every creature is constituted according to

the kingdom to which it belongs. A plant

belongs to the vegetable kingdom, an animal

belongs to the animal kingdom, and it must

have a constitution according to the nature of

that kingdom. Take an ox. Why is it that

you can nowhere make an ox so happy as in a

field of rich grass? A lion would not be at

home there to find its food, nor would a man.

But the ox nature and the grass are suited to

each other. Why is it that some people, w-hen

brought into rich homes, are made unhappy 1

Because their nature was accustomed to wretched-

ness and poverty. And why is it that Jesus

said to Nicodemus, "Except a man be born

again, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God " ^

It was for the same reason. I must liave a

nature in harmony with the Kingdom. And
now what good is it that Christ is the Minister

of the Sanctuary, and that the most wonderful

promises are open to me, and that I may enter

into the Holiest of all : "what good is that, if I

have not the power, the sympathy, the heart

that is prepared to dwell there 1 Alas ! some-

times Christians have read those promises

almost with despair. They have said, " It is

\%
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not for me ; my heart is not fit for it," My
brother, let me tell you Jesus Christ taught ua

to pray, " As in heaven, so upon earth " ; and

He works it Himself. As Minister of the

Sanctuary, He keeps heaven open for yon every

moment ; as Mediator of the Covenant, He is

fitting you every moment for it. If you will trust

Him, and His blood to cleanse you. He is willing

to breathe the law of God within you, and Him-
self to be the bond of fellowship with God. May
Christ make the covenant a reality in your life,

I fear we too often look at Jesus as an out-

ward Saviour. We think of Aaron, and what

he did with the blood of bulls and of goats

;

and then we multiply that by millions and

millions, and say there is no comparison.

Christ's blood is divinely precious, and Christ

Himself is the divine Saviour ; but still, we do

very little else than just magnify the work of

Aaron into immensity or infinity. We do not

know what the absolute difference is. The
work of Aaron was an outward work ; Christ's

work is not an outward work. The sun is

many hundreds of thousands of miles away
from us, but on a cold day, yon go out, and say,

"I am going into the sun"; and the sun actually

comes into you, and passes through your marrow

and blood, and warms what was benumbed ami
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ready to freeze and die. Just so, my Lord Jesus

is in inconceivable glory; "but, oh, by Ilia diyine

grace, He is the Mediator of the CoTenant, and

I can come not only into His presence as He ia

in heaven, but the light and \Tarmth .of His

love can shine into me, even here upon earth

!

He is fitting me, as a poor, sinful child of the

world, to walk with God, to enjoy fellowship

with God, real and true, to dwell in the love of

God, and to follow Him. Oh, friends, we do

not understand the words we uso when we

speak of these things ! They are too high and

too wonderful But, still, let us use them all

the same, and let us pray to God to make His

wonderful redeeming love our full and daily

6xj)6rience. Let Jesus be our High Priest, the

Minister of the Sanctuary, opening heaven to our

hearts; the Mediator of the Covenant, opening

otir hearts for heaven to enter in and fill them.

In conclusion, just one more thought. What
is this all to end in % What is the object of all

this % Is it that I am to live in God's presence,

that I may be very happy and very holy ?

Verily no. These things are hut the means to

an end. What is it then^ It is that I, like

Christ, should also he a priest. You all know

that wonderful thought connected with Aaron

;

God made Aaron high priest in such a sense

W^
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that his life carried priesthood to all his

descendants. Through fifteen hundred years

a descendant of Aaron was priest, because

he was a son of Aaron. The life of Aaron
carried the blessing. And, oh, the life—the

divine life—of my High Priest! Do yon think

that that would carry less blessing than the

Priesthood of Aaron? Verily no. Time will

not allow me to allude to the deep meaning of

the priesthood of Melchizedek—one that never

dies, but lives in the power of an eternal life,

working every moment. Wo have that precious

word in Hebrews vii.: "He was made a priest

after the power of an endless life." Yes, Jesus

Christ imparts His own life to us. I have

pointed already to what we see in Exodus—the

priesthood the means of the indwelling. In

Hebrews v. it is said that Hs did not exalt

Himself to be High Priest, hut. He that said

unto Him, " My Son, this day have I begotten

Thee." The Priesthood of Christ! Is that

a dead doctrine 1 No indeed. The Priesthood

has its root in the Sonship. The divine life of

the Son is what gives the Priesthood its power
to bring us nigh to God—to bring us into His

life, and His life into us. It means that all the

love and holiness of God dwells in the Son.

The Sonsliip means, that when He takes us up
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and we are marie partakers with Christ, we not

only get a pardon that is orrtside, hut we get

the Holy Ghost within us. Jesus, the Higli

Triest, docs His work within us. He gives us

His own life. Wo cannot liaTC the benefit of

the Priesthood in full power, except as the

power of regeneration works, and Jesus comes

as the indwelling One to reveal Himself. If

we begin to understand that, then we shall see

what it means, that we are called, all of us, to

ho priests, because we have the very life of the

High Priest in us—not only imputed, but the

High Priest dwelling within us.

And that brings us to the concluding thought.

Believers, I ask you all, what did you come to

Mildmay for 1 To listen to what was to bo said

about the Priesthood of Jesus? Was it only

because you want to know better how your sins

can he blotted out and conqueredl Was it only

because you want to know better how you can

enter into the Holiest, and dwell there in the

full light of God's lovel Then you have never

understood what Priesthood means. What

does Priesthood meanl Self-sacrifice to the

death for God and for man. That was the

spirit of Jesus, and that is the spirit that Jesus

wants to breathe into every priestly heart that

is willing to yield itself to Him. Oli, brother !
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He, through the Eternal Spirit, gave Himself

up to God, a Sacrifice without spot; when I

receive of that Eternal Spirit into me, the

Priesthood of Jesus becomes a reality, and the

double worlc that Jesus does, becomes my work
too. Praise God ! it becomes your work. And
what is that work—the double work 1 You go

oven into the Holiest of all as an intercessor.

What could I not say upon this Messed subject

if I had time—the need there is for Christians

getting more definite training from Christ in

the work of intercession? Let me say a word
to all who have the command of their own
time. Have you ever thought that in heaven
Jesus has the command of His own time, and
He spends it in unceasing intercession? "Ho
ever livetli to make intercession for us." Have
you ever thought of the glory that this gives to

prayer 1 If this day afresh you claim the

Priesthood of Christ as your only hope, then

pray for the spirit of intercession. 'Qy the

grace of God, begin to pray more for the

perishing world around you, pray more for

Christ's feeble sickly Church, pray more for

God's servants in Christendom and in heathen-

dom. Live in this faith. " I have become united

to the High Priest, and He has given me a

priestly heart, that intercession might not only
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fiom. me and from every member of the Body."

I said that with the Priest in Israel there

were the two thoughts : He shall stand before

My face to minister j and He shall go out to

bless the people. That is what Christ does-

He intercedes above, and He sends the blessing

down. And that is the double work every

priest has to do; to ask and bring down the

blessing from above, and then to go out and

dispense it. I know it is the prayer of many

an earnest heart, " God help us that this may

not be a time of spiritual self-indulgence ! God

help us that we may not be feeding upon old or

upon new truth while our hearts do not beat for

our fellow-creatures ! " We have spoken about

the High Priest who gave up His place upon

the Throne, and came to this earth to give His

life and His blood. There is a place for you on

earth with Him and in Him. Give yourself up

to follow Jesus, even to Calvary. "Oh! my

High Priest, breathe Thy Spirit into me!

Breathe Thy Priestly Spirit into me ! I am a

member of Thy Body ; I have Thy life in me :

Like Thee I am a Priest. I am Thine !
Holy

Jesus! Breathe Thy Spirit into me, and let

me only and ever be with my Lord that He

may be glorified and my fellow-men blessed."

God will make the blessing ours.

THE LOPJJ JESUS CHRIST:

©III- 1KHas into the iboliest.
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"Oil, tlie blessedness of a life in the Holiest! Hera the

Father is seen and His love tasted. Here Els holiness is

revealed and the soul made partalier of it. Here tiie sacrifice

of love and "worship and adoration, the incense of prayer and

supplication, is oiTBred in power. Here the ontpouring of the

Spirit is known as an ever-streaming, overilowing river, from

under the throne of God and the Laml), Here the soul,

in God's presence, grows into more complete oneness with

Christ, and more entire conformity to His likeness. Here, in

union with Christ, in His unceasing intercession, we are

emholdened to take our place as intercessors who can have

power with God and prevail. Here the soul mounts up as on

eagles' wings, the strength 13 renewed, and the blessing and

the power and the leva are imparted with which God's

priests can go out to bless a dying world. Here each day

we may experience the fresh anointing, in virtue of which

WQ can go out to he the hearers, the witnesses, and channels

of God's salvation to men, and living instrunients through

whom our Messed King works out His full and iinal triumph.

"O Jesus, our great High Priest, let this be our life I

"

"the Holiest of all."

OIJE WAY TXTO THE HOLIEST.

In Hebrews x. 19 you iind tlicse worJa,

"Having therefore." With this verso the

second half of the epistle begins, and that

" thorefore " sums up the whole previous nine

chapters, "Having therefore, brethren, bold-

ness to enter into the holiest hy the blood of

Jesus, by a now and living way, which He hatli

consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to

say, His flesh; and having an High Priest over

the house of God; let us draw near," That is

the one lesson of the epistle as of the whola of

Holy Scripture, "let us draw near." The work
of the priesthood is to bring us near to God,

"Let lis draw near with a true heart in full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled

from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession

of our faith without wavering; (for He is
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BAPTiST BIBLE COLLEGt
—^ LIBRARY ^-—



52 THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:

faitlifiil that promised) ; and let us consider

one another to provoke unto love and to good

works : not forsaking the assembhng of our-

selves together, as the maimer of some is ; but

exhorting one another; and so much the more,

as ye see the day approaching."

The words from which I wish to speak are in

the nineteenth to the first half of the twenty-

second verse, and especially those words, "Let

us draw near."

That is not addressed to the unconverted. It

does not speak of conversion ; it includes that,

but it is spoken to Christians, to the Hebrew

Christians. It is said to believers, " Let us

draw near." It supposes that there are believers,

and the Hebrews were among them, who did

not live as near to God as they might. They

had wandered, they had not been diligent in

pressing on to the fulness of gospel truth, and

tliey were not living in the nearness of God.

A child can he a dear child, and yet be far

away from the fatlier. "Let us draw near."

The message is very specially to believers.

Then it does not mean, let us draw near in

prayer. It is often so understood and, indeed,

is applicable to prayer, but it means far more.

I cannot be praying the whole day, in the sense

of speaking with God. I have my business to

attend to, and God wants that I should do so,

and be just as near to Him there as when I

pray. " Let us draw near." It is meant to cover

the whole life—every day and every moment.

It is not a nearness of thought. I can think,

and imagine, and argue that Christ's blood is

shed, and that there is access for me, and that I

have the right of coining nigh, and yet I may
be only thinking and arguing about the nearness,

without living and enjoying it. Wo, it means

really, actually, experimentally, spiritually, let

us draw near to God. It does not mean, Let us

draw near sometimes. It means, as with a

child who has wandered from its father, Let us

draw near and abide near. jSTearness to God is

the great blessing of our High Priest j let us

take it and use it. We read in Ephesians,

" We liave been brought nigh by the blood of

Christ," Let us live in that nearness to God.

And now, if we want to obey this command,

we ought to set before us very distinctly what

our life ought to be. We have access into the

Holiest. The Holiest is now to be our home.

Just a word about that. God wants us to live

every day and all the day in His Holy presence.

Where God its, is heaven. Tlie presence of God
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means lieaven ; and God is Omnipiesent. We
all believe that. And the difference between an

unconverted man and the believer is this, that

the unconverted man does not recognise the

presence of God ; while the converted man often

thinks of it, and desires after it. Too often,

however, only as a thing for times and seasons.

But the man who goes on to perfection, accord-

ing to the teaching of the Epistle, he accepts

and claims the abiding presence of his God as

his continuing^ unchanging experience. Dear

friends, are there any hearts longing for that

—

without interruption, without a break, to abide

in God's presence? You tell me, "That is im-

possible. My business, my duties prevent."

No, I want to make you understand that the

presence of God is something that He will take

care of ; and He will take care that you shall

have it, whether you keep thinking of Him or

not. Look at the sun ; and look at the people

in the street. Have you seen any of them

taking the trouble to secure tlie shining of the

sun 1 No, the sun shines without their care or

mine. God takes care that the sun shines,

the sun takes care that there is always light

flooding us. We only have to come out into

the light and enjoy it. And God ! Will Ha
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not take care that His light always shines upon

us ? Oh ! I think, if we believe that fully, one

great difficulty will be out of the way. People

always think " What can I do," and " Shall I

really be able to live thus." My brothers and

sisters, come to-day and think of what God can

do ! God can do wonders, and we have just to

draw near and trust, and give up ourselves to

lead this blessed life. When we wait upon and

trust Jesus, the Great High Priest, Ho will

make it a reality. You complain of your

feebleness against sin. I want to lead you to a

place to-day where God will enable you to

conquer sin—the Holiest of all, His presence.

You complain of your feebleness in work. I

want to lead you to a place where God will

breathe His Spirit upon you every day, and

give you new strcjigth for work. You complain

of so many difficulties and troubles. The Father

hatli prepared for you a home, a resting-place, in

His own Home, in His very presence. Do believe

it ! And Jesus is the Door-keeper, the Minister

of the Sanctuary, the priest in the Temple, Who
will bring you in, and teach you how to have

tlie love always to be pleasing to God.

Xoir, let us look at the four great arguments

there are, in the verses that precede the
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command, "Let us draw near"—the four great

arguments to encourage us to draw near. The
first is, "having boldness to enter the Holiest."

That is the first—tho Holiest is opened iip.

Secondly, "having boldness by the Blood."

The blood gives you the boldness. Thirdly,

"having a new and Living Way," that will

carry you. Fourthly, "having a High Priest

over the House of God " ; let us draw near.

First of all, the Holiest has been opened up,

You know from your Bibles what the Holiest

was in the Tabernacle, The Tabernacle consisted

of two rooms or compartments—one, what we
may call the front one, into which the priests

came, and where they lived and served. They
might walk in and out continually, in the

service of God. The second, the hinder com-

partment, was separated from the front one, by
a thick veil. There God dwelt, between the

cherubims, on the Ark of the Covenant, in

a cloud, and no man might enter through that

veil, or look in behind it on pain of death.

Just think of what an extraordinary thing this

is. God had said, "I want to corns to My
people, and I want to dwell among tliem, and
I want to let them dwell with Me"; but He
went (I say it with reverence) and shut himself
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up in a dark place, and none of them might

come to see their God, or to meet Him. The

High Priest only might, once a year, for a few

minutes, enter in ; but ho had to go out again

at once, and if he, or any piiest, entered in,

immediate death was the punishment. God had

His abode, but written over that abode were

these words, " No admission on pain of death."

God kept the people away from Himself. But

what happened % For fifteen hundred years that

had gone on ; when all at onoe, one day, the

veil of the temple M'as rent in twain from top

to bottom j and the amazed priests, who were

in the Holy Place, saw the Holiest of all

opened up ; they rushed out with terror and

fear ieat they should die. How did that come ?

At that moment Christ was dying. His death

and His blood rent the veil, and gave access

into God's presence. What does that mean %

Does it only mean that Christ should, fifty days

after His death, ascend to Heaven and enter

witliin the veil % Thank God it means that

;

but a great deal more. It means that yon and

I are called to enter inside the veil, When*!

l^ot at death ; but now, ISTow, by union witli

our living High Priest ; by faith in the love

of God, that has welcomed us to Him,
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Brother, if you had been a priest in Israel,

would not your heart sometimes have longed

—

" Oh ! that I had the privilege of the High

Priest to go into God's very presence ! " And
yet you would have thought, "It is only for

a moment ; even he has to come out again."

There hung that veil, God's great objoct-lesson,

for fifteen hundred years—man must not come

too near God. He may come near—the Israelites

might coine into the outer court, and the priests

into the holy place—but no one might come too

near God. Brother, the veil is now rent, and

the command comes to you, to come into the

most complete and intimate nearness. God
wants His children to draw very near ; by the

Holy Spirit, to enter and to dwell in the very

presence of His Father. I pray you, do believe,

God means it ! It is the place prepared for us.

When a child comes from a long journey,

having been absent for years, with what care

the mother loves to prepare a room for him.

And when he comes, the mother says :
" Now,

here is your room, see, we have made it nice

for you, you must come and stay here now."

God comes to-day, and He says, " My children,

I have prepared the best room for yoii. The

place where I dwell, there you must dwell,"
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The place where Jesus entered with His blood,

there you can enter. You must enter ! Ho
says, "I want you to enter in, and to dwell in

My love," Oh ! come, let us draw near. If

there are any whose hearts tell them, " Alas ! I

have not been living in this union. I am no

nearer God now than in the days of my first

conversion, I have known what it was to

believe, but, into this abiding union, into this

daily experience of ' the presence of God resting

upon me from morning till night, I have not

entered." To you comes the message, " Let

us draw near," What will be your answer?

"Blessed Father, I come; take me in,"

But noiv, secondly, I know what the great

difficulty ia that troubles you. There is the

thought running through many a heart, " O sin,

sin, sin ! With a sinful nature it is impossible

always to be dwelling in the Holiest of all,"

Listen now !
" Having boldness to enter in by

the blood." Would that God might reveal to

us what that means ! My brother, I am afraid

you do not give the blood of Jesus the honour

that God means you to give it. God honours

that blood as infinitely, inconceivably precious.

It is to Him worth more than anyone can tell

—

the obedience of His beloved Son ! Oh ! that
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we would take the trouble to find out, " What
is that blood worth to me?" In Israel, what

honour they gate to the blood of the Iamb, or

of a heifer ! In connection with Cluist's blood,

we read in Hebrews of the cleansing by the

ashes of the heifer. When a man had touched

a dead body he was unclean, and a sacrifice had

been brought, and the blood of that sacrifice had

been sprinkled, and ashes bad been burned and

prepared; these were to he mixed with pure

water, and the man who was unclean had to be

sprinkled. And what happened then '3 Up to

the time tliat he was sprinkled, he was kept out

of the fellowship of God'a people, and out of

the court ; but when he had been sprinkled he

was clean, and he proved his trust in the blood

of the heifer by coming boldly back, and taking

his place as a cleansed and restored man. He
honoured the blood that had been sprinkJed on

him. He was restored to his people, and to the

presence of God. If men thus honoured the

blood of sacrifice, I ask, what honour ought we
not to give to the blood of the Son of God % Are

you going to-(3ay to say, " However sinful I feel

myself, that is not going to keep me back from

trusting God ! The blood—the blood of Jesus

—is my boldness and my confidence." You tell
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me, "I cannot understand all that the Eible

teaches about the cleansing of the blood. I

liear different expressions used'; tell me what

does it mean?" God forbid that you should

wait for this ! Do not seek to find your rest in

different expressions of belief, or in having your

own correct theory; but, I pray you, if you

have any difficulty at all come at once—there

is something far beyond understanding, and that

is faith. Honour the precious blood by believing

to-day— " that blood can bring me nigh, and

that blood can keep me nigh."

My dear friends
—" JIaving boldness by the

blood"—I want you, for a moment, to try and

realise what that means. What is the worth of

that blood, and its power 1 When Christ ap-

proached Heaven, as the Mediator and Surety of

guilty man, and when He asked entrance into

heaven, not only for Himself, but for all man-

kind who shoidd believe in Him, what, think

you, was the answer given at the gate of heaven^

If tliere had been an angel doorkeeper to ask,

"How canst thou demand access for all that

race of guilty men?" the answer of Jesus

would have been, " My blood is their ransom

!

I have conquered sin; I have made an end of

it, and put it away. I have satisfied the
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Father. I have access to the Father." And,
oh ! if Christ went in thus in our name,

shall we not honour the blood? Shall we
not trust the blood? Shall we not say in the

midst of all difficulties, "I cannot under-

stand or explain all, but I can trust the infinite

power of the blood of the Lamb 1 This is niy

boldness ! " Oh, beloved ! believe in that blood

to-day ; honour it, even now, by boldly claiming

your place in the nearness of God. That blood

can not only bring you in now and again, but it

is the blood of a sacrifice, shed once for all and

for ever. And in that everlasting power, it can

keep you ever abiding in God's presence. Ask
Jesus, by the power of His Holy Spirit, to make
the cleansing of your heart with that precious

blood a living reality, truth, and life, and the

blood will be your boldness every moment. It

will give you confidence to say : "I can dwell

with God all the day. As long as the blood

speaks for me, I may confidently claim the ever-

abiding nearnes.s,"

Then comes the third thing. There is not

only the Holiest opened up, and the boldness

through the blood, but there is also "a new and
Living "VTay." What is that? It is the way
that Christ opened up, "through the veil, that
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is, through his flesh." In other words, it is the

way of the cross, the way of death. In death

on the cross, God condemned sin in the flesh.

The flesh was the veil that separated Christ

from God. He had dwelt with God, but He
came outside the veil, and His life was a hfe of

trial, temptation, prayer, struggle, and faith.

Hia flesh was, in a very real sense, the veil

between. God and man; He went up and He
rent the veil. He gave His flesh to be rent and
broken on Calvary ; this way is the ^vay of the

rent veil. The flesh given up to the will of

God, even to death, is the new way he opened
up. In the beginning of chapter x. you find that

the old way was "by sacrifices," the sacrifices of

animals
; but Christ came, and in doing the will

of God, He opened a new and Living Way.
And now, dear Christians, here comes the most
difficult part. There are many Christians who
long to enter into the presence of God, but they
do not want to come by the new and Living Way.
They think a great deal about the blood, and
the title and right it gives them to enter in, hut
they do not understand about this way by which
we must walk, Christ is the Way. That means,
" In the way in which He lived I must live ; in

the way in which He ivalked I must walk."
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Are you willing to draw near to God in the way
in which Christ drew near to Him? Under-

stand, the nearnesa of God is not a thing of

locality, it is a thing of disposition and will—it

is a spiritual thing. I may be sitting next to a

man, and yet in heart and inclination I may bo

at the greatest distance from him, and might

abhor w'hat lie thinks about. A man may be

far away from me, say in South Africa, and yet

I may be in tlie moat intimate nearness with

him in love, in similarity of disposition and

purpose. And so the nearness of God is a near-

ness of life, a nearness of sympathy, a nearness

of love, Oh, brother ! that is a new and Living

Way by which I have to come, the giving up my
will in obedience unto death. The blood has sot

the door wide open, but there is a way in which
we must walk, Christ is my living path, and my
living leader, and it is as I give up my will and
my life in self-saerihce, like Christ, that I draw
near to God.

Oh, Christian ! I am afraid there is a great

deal of comfortable Christianity that wants to

be converted and to be saved, and to be made
happy ; but it is not the Christianity of Christ.

The Christianity of Christ means that you must
give np everything to God. It means that you
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must give up your whole will to God. It means
tliat you must give your life a sacrifice to God,
every hour of the day. "Let a man deny himself,

and take up his cross and follow Me." There
are Christians who do not want to walk in that

path of self-denial. I dare not say how a man
ought to sacrifice himself ; but I dare say this,

that every true believer will be asking God
sometimes and often, "Oh, my God, what
wouldest Thou have me sacrifice more for Thy
sake?" Kemember that prayer. Walk in the

path of Jesus. Pray often, "Lord, teach Thy
people, and teach me to knoiv what the new
way is that Christ opened—the way of death

into life, the way of obedience into glory, the

way of humiliation into the highest exaltation."

You say, " This is a hard saying. All that you
told us about the Holiest of all opened up was
beautiful; and all you said about the blood

was precious ; but now, it comes too hard upon
us. We are weak, and we can't ivalk in the

way of Christ." Listen now to what the Word
says to meet your difficulty. The new way is a

Living Way. What does that moan ? All our

paths and streets arc dead ways. If I have not

the strength to walk along the street, the street

won't carry me. If the car or tram or 'bus has
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not some power to move it. the street won't

moTe-it. These ways are all dead; but, praise

God, there is one Living Wayj and that is when
a poor, helpless sinner, who cannot move a foot,

casts himself upon Jesus to become conformable

to Him
;
gives up his heart and will to walk in

the self-sacrifice of Jesus ; then, the "Way takes

him up and lifts him on. What is that Living

Way? It is the power of the Holy Spirit of

Jesus. Brother, Jesus did not walk in that

way and go to heaven, and leave me behind in

my own strength to walk like Him. Kever i

Jesus went to heaven, and He sent down the

Holy Spirit by whom He had walked in that

new AVay ; and that Holy Spirit will strengthen

me, so that in Christ, who is the Way, I walk

even as He walked. The way is a difficult one,

a hard one, a way of submission and humiliation

and death ; but, thank God, it is a Living Way,
if we but once surrender ourselves to it. The
Spirit of God will be our strength and our joy.

And then, lastly, "And having an High

Priest over the house of God." We have had

three great lessons, three great motives for

drawing near ; but the fourth is the best of all.

I have had the Holiest of all set open; I have

had the blood given me as my assurance every
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hour and every moment; I have had the new
way set before me as a Living Way, that from
hour to hour will carry me. But still, I have
not all I want. The last is the best—the

living person of my living Lord Jesus Christ.

" Having an High Priest." Just think of that

word "having." "We have such a High
Priest." How have I? In thought? He is

away in heaven, and I have Hi)n here? Ah,
no ! I have a house away in South Africa, but

I have no enjoyment of it to-day, for I am here

in England. And many people have Jesus as

their Saviour in heaven, but oh so little do thoy

enjoy Him. But here, praise God, we liave the

liberty to say, having a High Priest in personal

enjoyment. How can that be^ I can have

Jesus ill no other way than in my heart. I

cannot have Him with my hands, my mouth,

my eye. My thoughts have not a spiritual

capacity for receiving a spiritual and divine

object. My thoughts can think about it, but

they cannot have it. But the heart ! 0, that

I could tell every believer, " With your heart

you have Him," Occupy yourself more with

this blessed truth, and believe it out to the very

end. I have the Almighty God, the great

Priest over the house of God, the living,
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sympathising Jesus ; I have Him—not a bit

of Him, not something of Him, but the whole

undivided Almighty Jesus. I have Him, praise

God. Oh ! take tim.e, souls, to believe that,

Take time to worship until your heart is filled,

I have a great High Priest to watch over this

wonderful life in the sanctuary. I have Jesus,

and when sin comes, He puts everything right

up above, as well as here below, and within. I

have Jesus, and He leads me along that new

and Living Way, I have Jesus within my heart.

I have Him, and I hold Him. I love Him, and

I trust Him; and Jesus Christ does indeed

bring me into the presence of God. Ah ! when

it cost Him the agony of Gethsemane, and the

death on Calvary, He did not refuse ; but He
went to tlie very uttermost, that He might open

it up to me ; and now that tlio price is paid, the

blood shed, the door opened, and the heart of

the Father made glad, will my Lord Jesus

refuse to take me in 1 God forbid that such

a thought should enter our hearts ! Jesus lives

to take us in, and to keep us in.

Brother, what is to bo the fruit of our

meditation upon the priesthood of Jesus

to-day 1 Is it to be this, that from to-day

you will live nearer to God, more full of the
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joy of His presence? Is it that from to-day

you will honour the blood as you have never

honoured it before, to bring j^ou deeper into

the inner sanctuary? Is it that from to-day

you will give up yourself to the new and

Living Way, the way of self-sacrifice in the

power of the Holy Ghost? Is it that you

will learn to trust Jesus, and give yourself

entirely to Him, that He may do His work

in you, and bring you nigh to God^ Oh,

brothers ! the High Priest does this work

by dwelling in the heart, Co^ne, let us now
open our hearts wide to Him, Oh, come

!

and as we have gaaed upon His work, from

Calvary to the throne in glory, and from the

throne back again into our hearts, and from

our hearts back again to the presence of God,

into which He brings us—oh, come ! and let

every heart say, " Jesus, I have Thee ! I have

Thee ! " Beloved Christians, accept Him now,

with a new acceptance ; take hold of Him
now with a new hold. " Jesus, Minister of the

Sanctuary, High Priest, and King, I have Thee,

I have Thee ! And Thou hast me, Lord, and

we part not for ever. I am linked to Thee

by the power of Thy blood !

" And having

Jesus as our High Priest, let us draw near,

let us draw near, let us draw near

!



"The joy of our Lora's innei- life -Kras in love, in the leva

whleli always pleased the Father, wiich always obeyed His

mill, which always lived in His presence ; anfl just in propor-

tion as we have fellowslilp with Him in this—for He puts

hofore us no lowar standard, hut calls us into the same
relationship -with Himself as He had with the Father—shall
wa have fello-wship in His joy. When the soul is hiought
into conformity with Jesus, there is the sunshine of God's
smile without a cloud hetween. The law of holiness la the
law of joy."

Mrs. Pennefather.
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"TWk blessed talile is 'Tlie Lord's Table.' It is not tie
taMe of any paitlcular churcli or congregation ; It is tlie

Banquet wMoli the Lord of glory provides for Eis sulijects,
whloli tha Fatlier of mercies spreads for His sons and
dauglitars, to -whicli the Eodeemer bids His disciples, that
their love may ha rekiadlod, and their faith iuoreasad ; and
where the Holy Ghost reveals to the faithful the treasures
which are hid in Bmroantiel! In rightly partaking of this
banquet wa look bnak to the 'full, perfect, and sufflcleiit

saoriflce
' mads for sinners, when our Savloiir Josus Christ

cried on the cross 'It is finished.' "We look ud, and hy faith
hahold tho living Redeemer, vho sustains the life that He
hath given ; and we look onward, to that glorious hour when
tha marriage of the Lamb shall be oonsummated, and His
blood-bought bride shall sit down at the heavenly feast,
amidst the aiithems of unnumbered angels, and in the
radiance of her Father's presence. 'Blessed are they that
are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb.'"

REV. W. Pennefather.

Win Eortr 3tm^ €bvM:

THE FOOD OF THE SOUL.

COMMUNION ADDRESS.

"The cup of blessing, vrhich we bless, is it not the com-

nmnion of the blood of Olirist?" In the margin of the

Sevised Version we road, the "participation." "Tho bread

which we break, is it not tho communion of the body of

Chriat ? for wo, being many, are one bread and one body,

for we are all partakers of tliat one broad."-- 1 Co a. x. li3, IT.

IjIFK and food are dejjendent upon each other.

The nature of the life decides the character of

the food. Tho lion eats flesh, and the ox eats

gra!5s, each according to its nature. On the

other hand, the character of the food will

decide the growthj and the strength, and the

increase of the life. You know that there are

in food very different elements of nourishment.

A medical man will give to one what will

strengthen the bones, if they bo iveak ; he has

another sort of food for the person who need,?

muscle. The food will decide the character and
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the strength of the hfe. What is the food we
need for our immortal spirits? The body and

the blood of the Son of God. Oh, mystery of

mysteries ! that Jesus says, " I came from

heaven to give My flesh to he the life of

the world ! " Surely, it is of consequence that

we understand aright what this means ! I must
not only look upon Christ as the bread of my
life, but specially upon the broken body and

the shed blood—upon the dying Christ. The
death of Christ must be my chief nourishment.

Let us look at this. You know that the death

of Christ is His chief characteristic. He came
from heaven with a commandment from the

Father, that He should lay down His life. He
lived His whole life in the spirit of preparation,

offering Himself for death, as the consummation

of His work. He died! "Without that, Ho
never could have risen again, nor have ascended

the Throne. In heaven He still reminds us,

" I am He that liveth and was dead, and I am
alive for evermore." And through eternity, He
is on the Throne, as the Lamb that was slain,

and they never cease singing of the preciousness

of His blood. "Thou hast purchased us unto

God by Thy blood !
" Brother, the chief glory

of Christ is His death.
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If I am to feed upon Christ, I must specially

feed upon His death. What does that meani

Look at it a moment. Take, for instance,

plants, trees, flowers j they have a certain food

prepared, and put into the soil for them. Take

something so simple as bone; there, in the

bone, you have an external substance, into

which the plant inserts its rootlets, passing

through all the little cells of the bone, and

taking out from it its very life-essence. It does

not take up a single grain of the substance

itself, but the very essence of what is in the

bone, and this it works up into the sap, and

then the spirit that is in the plant, received

from the food in the soil, creates the leaves

and the flowers and the fruit in their beauty.

Just so, too, in our bodies, we take what the

medical man prescribes to meet the weakness in

our constitution, some preparation with different

elements in it, but we take it all in one. There

it is, in some shape, bodily, but it disappears, it

enters our blood; its life elements enter into

and become one with our life, and strengthen

our frame.

Even so, I want to know how I can feed on

the death of Christ? Feeding upon a thing

means taking its inmost essence into your being.
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When I feed on flesh, or on hread, or on

anything else, I take its life-power into my
constitution. And what does if; now mean,

feeding upon the Body and the Blood of Jesus %

Let me give you a few thoughts, very simple

and short, I must find out what that death of

Christ signifies, what its inmost spirit is. By
faith, I must then accept it, and appropriate

it, and look up to Jesus to work it within me,

in His Divine power. Kow, what does the

death of Christ mean % First, what does it

mean in its relation to sin % It means this, that

Christ counted sin an accursed thing; and He
was willing to give His life to get our life out

from under the curse of sin. When I feed

upon the death . of Christ, it means this, that

I count sin an accursed thing; that I acknow-

ledge that sin has power over the whole of

fny natural life ; that I consent to say, "I want

to die away from sin." There is no getting

separated from sin, but by death ; and I want

the power of Christ's death to work in me, that

I may be made free from sin. That is what the

Apostle teaches us in Komans vi. Have you

ever
'
noticed how both Baptism and the Lord's

Supper have to do with nothing hut the death ?

Haw can I live so, that I do not continue in
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sin 1 J ust know that you are baptised into the

death of Christ. And so here you feed upon

the death of Christ. That means, I accept the

terrible curso of all sin, I accept the proof that

all my life is under the power of sin, and that

there is no way of getting rid of it, but by

absolute death in Christ.

Next, what did Christ's death mean in

relation to the world % It meant this : Christ

and the world met each other; and in the

temptation in the wilderness, the Prince of tho

world tried to effect a compromise, a reconcili-

ation between Christ and the world. He was

not, however, of the world, and He would not

have a kingdom of this world. The controversy

was settled on Calvary. There Christ allowed

the world to crucify Him, to prove that it was

in irreconcilable enmity to Him. Christ's death

meant this : The world hates me, because I am
not of it : I am crucified to the world and the

world to me.

And now, if I feed upon tho death of Jesus

Christ, the broken body, and the shed blood

—

that means to say that I want to take this

element of the crucihxioR up into my spiritual

life. Separation from the world ; antagonism

to the world ; to be crucified to the world, and
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to have the world crucified to rae. That was

what made Paul glory in the Cross. It \yas not

only atonement, and it was not only pardon,

glorious as these gifts are, hut it was the fellow-

ship of the Cross he gloried in. Oh ! dear

friends, let us long for it. The world that we
live in, is the world that rejected Christ j it will

have nothing to do with the rule of Christ as

King. Let us follow Christ, and go out of the

camp; and as we feed upon His hody and blood,

let this be our prayer, " Oh, my Eather, laay

the spirit which was in Christ when He died

on the Cross—separation from the world—may
the spirit of Christ's death dwell with me."

As I said before, I take out of that on which I

feed its life elements into my constitution ; that

is what I do in my participation of the body
and blood of Christ in its separation from the

world. I want the death of Christ to be

the ruling power of my whole being.

Look at the death of Christ, again, in its

relation to God. What was it? It was the

giving up of His own will for ever, to the will

of the Father. It was unparalleled humility

that made Him say, " I am nothing, and God is

all." It was that made Him mlling to die. It

was the declaration, " My will as compared
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with the will of God, shall never he of any

value. I give up my will, I give up myself to

be nothing, God must be all." That was the

spirit of Christ's death, and when I say, "0
Jesus, feed me with Thy broken hody, and with

Thy shed blood "
; it means nothing less than to

say, "Let the dispositions, and the inclinations,

and the tempers which urged Thee on to Calvary

—let them dwell in me, my Lord. I want to

feed upon Thy death ; let that become the

nutriment and the characteristic of my life."

Oh t brother, are you, perhaps, struggling against

the outbreaks of your own will and your pride %

Are yoii still at times self-willed—battling with

God? Are you seeking exaltation in any shape?

I pray you to-day, come feed upon the broken

body and the shed blood of the Lamb of God,

Wlio, in meekness and lowliness of heart,

humbled Himself and became obedient unto

death. Humility, obedience to God, surrender

to God's will—this is the secret of Gethsemane,

and of Calvary. " Jesus, feed us to-day

!

Feed us with the heavenly Bread, the body and

the blood which are the proof and the power of

Thy most blessed and complete surrender to the

will of God, of Thy divine and most perfect

humility."
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Once more, what is tlie death of Christ in its

relation to men % It is a death for meri. Yes,

you cannot paitake of the death of Christ,

without rememboring His dying love to lost

sinners. What moved Hira to come to die ?

He did not need it for Himself. He did not

need to bear the curse, and to he crucified to the

world, and .to give up His will to the Father.

The inspiration of it all, was love to men ; and

if I am going to-day to feed upon a crucified

Christ, I must be prepared, I must be hungry, I

must have a heart, longing to have this element

of the heavenly food enter my being ; I must

be ready to give up myself, like Jesus, to live

and to die for my fellow men. I am not come

here to eat food for my mere enjoyment. Verily,

no. Food from heaven, to strengthen me for

heaven's work; food from Calvary, to strengthen

me for Calvary's work ; the crucified Christ,

that I may be fitted to carry the crucified Christ

in iny life to my fellow men. Brethren, you all

know how Paul reminds us that we are "to

shew forth the Lord's death until He come."

How am I to do that 1 By thinking of it, and

speaking of it, and trusting in it, and eating and

drinking in commemoration ? Yes ; but that is

not all. I am to slrew the death of the Lord,

in my body, in my life. That is shewing forth

f
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the death of the Lord. You know those words
of Paul so well—" carrying about the dying of

the Lord Jesus in the body, that the life of

Jesus may he made manifest." How can you
make manifest the life of Christ 1 Ey having
the death of Christ worlting in you. You know
that when Paul had been more than twenty
years an apostle, as an aged man, he still cried,

" I count all things but loss, if I may know
Him—in the fellowship of His sufferings, being

made conformable to His death," We spoke

before about the new and living way. Is not
that it 1 You long, like Jesus, to die, for your
fellow men. Come, eat this bread, and drink

this wine, that the power of the death of Christ

may get possession of you ; and as often as ye
eat, and as often as ye drink, do this in re-

membrance of Him, and what He was, and
what He can make you to be. Show forth

the Lord's death until He come. God grant that

each time we eat it may increasingly become tiie

power of Christ's death in your spirit and life !

Just two words in conclusion, The one is

—

you may say, " Ought not the Communion to be

a feast of joy and gladness?" It ought to be.

But you think, " What you speak is dark and
depressing," Ah no ! brother, it is not ; my
message is one of resurrection joy. But where
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is resurrection joy to be had, biit at the grave of

Jesus \ Sink into the death of Jesus ; cany

about His dying in your inmost heart. Strike

the roots of your being deep into the grave of

Jesus, and become nothing ; so the joy of God,

and the Resurrection of Life, will dwell in you.

It is not depressing to hear of death with Jesus

;

it is our joy and gladness that there is a way

open for us out of self, and its power, into the

Life of Jesus Himself.

And then the other thought I want to give

you is this : Oh, be not anxious about how you

will be able to realise all these elements of the

death of Christ in your life ! When your body

is in a healthy state, you spend your half-hour

in taking breakfast, or lunch, and then your

work is done. God has ordered everything so

that the assimilation goes on quietly without

any effort on your part, and without your

noticing it. You rise from the table, and go to

your work
;
you spend hours in business, and

never think again about what is going on in

your blood to strengthen your bone and muscle.

The assimilation of the food is a work of infinite

importance, but it goes on quietly, surely,

without thought or effort. Even so, when you

come to feed upon the broken body, and shed

blood, quietly and restfully trust Jesus, by His
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Holy Spirit, to make it real in you. The
eating is my work; the inward assimilation is

God's work. Just open up your whole being,
and say, "Lord, one favour above all others
—the chief of Thy blessings! Oh for the
power of Thy death in my life !

" I know that
there are Christians who fear that in our days
—there is indeed too much reason for such fear
—the Church of Christ knows too little of His
Cniciflxion—the fellowship of His siiffering,

and rejection, and separation from everything
that is of the world and the natural life. Oh,
believer

!
trust Christ to teach you

; yield
yourself to Him ! Feed much upon His death

;

He, Himself, will give you life out of death;
will, in Divine power, be your life. And then'
as each one seeks fellowship with the eracified
Christ, we shall all have fellowship one with
another. Praise God ! We shall all have
fellowship in one bread, and prove that wc are
one body. l^&&xm,B^ to Christ will draw us
nearer to each other.

After tlie, Lord 's Supjier.

We said at the eonimencement that the food
was the life. Let it be so now. We have been
fed with heavenly bread ; let our lives be very
heavenly. God help us, brothers and sisters I
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Let ua lead heavenly lives ; let us, in tlie death,

of Jesus, die to the spirit of the world, and live

the heavenly life. He will do it for us. We
have not eaten of this bread, each alone, but

all together—one bread. Let all hearts overflow

in love to each other. Let us pray to-day, and

unceasingly, the prayer that God would bind all

His children throughout the world in the bond

of the love of Christ, and of His Holy Spirit
;

and let us eo pass through this world, showing

forth the death of the Lord, "until He come."

He is coming in His glory ; but until Lie come,

let us show forth His first coming—His death

for the world, and victory over sin. God help

us ! Amen,

" The Table of the Lord is a golden link, uniting the two
great facts of tha Bitile—that fact of iiistory (the first advent
of JesiiB Christ), and that fact of prophecy (Bis sacoud

ooialng again). The Tatla of the Lord is retrospeoti^ft ; it

takes our minds hacic to the Cross—we are to 'shew forth

His death," And it is proBpeotive— 'till He oome.' Thus, the

two ends of our own salvation are united together by this

Tahle of Memorial. We have the first end of salvation now

;

we are waiting for its final eud-^its glorious consummation.
Like tiie stars In the heavens, which speak, and yet there is

no audible voice, the dumh elements of Bread and Wine
speak to our hearts to-day. And, like Mahommed'a fabled

ooflln, our souls are kepi in equipoise by the exercise of

memory and hope."

Rev. Geo, C. Needham.



" Almiglity Lord, we Wags Thee

Eternal Fatter, Son,

And Holy, Holy Spirtt—

Mysterious Tiiree m One

!

Thou tiast done mighty marvels

Bafore our wondering gaze—

We Ve Isarnt tliat Thou art falthrul

In all Thy words and ways !

"

Rev. W. Pennefatmeb,
i ^ilbmaj) Jnstiiuiions anb fissions.

The Mildmay Conference Hall was built iu tlie

year 1869, and is t^ie centre of Mildmay work. The
Deaconess House is the extension of this Hall.

The money spent in these buildings was sent to

the founder of this Evangelical Association, the

Rev. William Peniit-father, simply iu answer to

prayer. Prayer has ht^eu its vital breatli, its strength,

and its support ; and it i-s so still.

Thirty-five years ago the attempt to organise

Dencouess work on those lines in England en-

cnnntered many whispered suspicions, and some
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open antagonLsm ; but liy patience and prayer it has
been proved that godly women can band themselves

together witliout vows, and by the one bond of love

to Chmt, and desire to win souls to Him, can live

and work together in a community—each one, in

the Scripture sen,se, "a servant of the Cliurch."

(Kom. ivi. 2.)

Besides the Central Deaconess House, there is

the Junior Deacone&s Houb©, and the Probation
House—both the latter places Iwing stepping-stones

to the development of fully qualified workers.

The Training House—now iv'idely Imown as "The
Willows "~is more specially devoted to workers for

the foreign field. Many of the large Missionary

Societiesnow send their candidates to "The Willows,"
for their training, and there are laissionariea, now
far from home and friends, who look back to the
months or years that they spent under that roof as

some of the best and happiest of their lives.

The Nursing branch of the Deaconess Institu-

tions has its central home close to the Conference
Hall, facing Btoke JTewington Green. It is from
here that the Mildmay nurses go forth to tend the
sick in hosjpitals and private homes. The Doncaster
General Iiifi.rmary, the Mildmay Home for cases of

iidvant;ed consumption, at Torquay, and the Nursing
Institution at Malta, are supplied with nurses from
this Institution.

Two Hospitals are wholly supported as part of

the Mildmay Missions. One, "Tlie Memorial
Cottage Hospital," is delightfidly situated in the
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Conference Hall ground.?, and contains twenty beds
and seven cots in the public wards, and three

pri%'ate wards where paying patients are received.

The other, a much larger building, " The Mildmay
Mission Hospital," stands in a narrow, dirty street

in Bethnal Green. Both these Hospitals are free,

both seek alike to minister healing or relief to the

bodily suflfering of the poorest people of Loudon,
And both, above all things, seek to lead perishing

souls to know the Lord Jesus as their Saviour.

In this notice of Mildmay it 1? not possible to

do more than briefly enumerate some of the other

branches of work among which the trained workers

labour. Convalescent Homes—one at Barnet, which
admits thirty-five patients drafted from the Mildmay
Hospitals; one at Margate, for temporarily invalided

workers. Servants' Eegistry and Home, Orphanage
for Girls, Bible Flower Mission. Seventeen London
Missions, including two Medical Missions ; three

Country Missions, tliree Medical Missions abroad.

Other Institutions are superintended and worked
by the Mildmay Deaconesses, viz., at Brighton,

Great Yarmouth, Thornton Heath ; and Rescue

Work in Southwark.

The Mission Work carried on from Mildmay is

fully reported in a magazine issued monthly from
the Conference Hall Offices,

Service tot tbe Mm :

A EECOED or MILDMAY MIBaiOITS

has also incorporated with it "Woman's Work in

the great Harvest Field." This latter half of the
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magazine is tlie recognised organ of a long estab-

lislied "Association of Women Workers." Through The trustees of Mildmay are :

—

its pages deeply interesting records of Mission. W^ork, Lord Polwarth,

"both at home and abroad, may he read, and sym- James E. Mathieson,

pathy quickened for those wlio are hraTely toiling in Hahry C. Nisdbt, !

lonely places to spread the knowledge of the Ioto of A. R. Pennufatheh, G.B.

Christ. J. Herbert Thittox,

This magazine can be obtained from any book- Edwaed Teotter,

seller, price \d., or direct from Major Long, The Kbgikald Haet Dyke,

Conference Hall, Mildmay Park, London, N"., by Captaijt W, H. Dawsox.

,

Annual Subscription, 1/6
;
post fi-ee.

For the funds to keeia this large machinery at

work, the Mildmay Workers unitedly lay their

needs hefoi-e God, believing that He is able to send

the silver and the gold, and to direct them wheie to

go fonvard and where to stay their liands.

Money contributions to the Mildmay Work
sliould be addressed to

COLOKBL J. F. MOHTON,
'%Ui lotting ht f0st;'

Treasurer and Superintendent, Selections from Addresses given by the late

CoKFEKE^rCE HALL, Mrs. Pennefather.
Mildmay Pauk,

LON'BOK, N.
Third Edition. Price 3/6, 'post-free.

Information respecting any branch of Woman's
Work in Mildmay may be obtained from

Mrs. Chaeles Hogg,
" Gathered fragments of Addresses given to Bible

Superintendent of Deaconess lustitiitioiLS,
Classes and arranged as meditations for each morning

Di:AcosEsa House, of tlie year. The hook may well be used either for

Mildmay Pabk,
'

personal meditation or in connection with family

Lo-snoN, N.
prayer."

m
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3ic CHOICE BOOKLETS, t-^

Price 3d. each; Six for Ij- post-free.

Chimes for Morn and Eve.

Morning Joy and Evening Blessing.

Echoes of Song for Morn and Eve.

Light on the Daily Path.

Eacli containing a Text and Terse for eacli morning
and evening in the month. Tastefully printed

in Chocolate, 'vvith Leatlierotte Covers,

^ifUeiltcent!) ©llEumg', (Specimen.)

(Sast i§v Bai?3.e:n tipo« tpe: laop3.,

PSALII Iv. 32.

Sl^EAR not a single care thyself,

rM^ One is too much for thee
;

Tlie work is Mine, and Mine alone,

Thy work is—-REST in Me,

UlMtFORM WITH THE ABOVE.

Price Sd. each; Six for //- post-free.

Peace, Perfect Peace, and other Poems.

Leaning on Jesus, and other Poems.

What will please Jesus ? and other Posms,

LoNno.V :

JOHN GEORGE WHEELEK, 88, MiLiiMiY Paek, K".

HAGGAI'S PROPHECY:
A Voice to the Present Time,

By the Rev. DAVID BARON.
In Leatherette, Gold Blocked, -price 6d.

" Haggai hag done me a great deal of good. I

want to see him and take him by the hand, and
say, ' Haggai, I am glad that the Lord ever wrote

that book through yon. It Las given me one of the

greatest lifts I ever had in my life.' In Chap. i. 13,

we read that he was the Lord's messenger with the

Lord's message ! That has helped ms mightily, and
I will tell him so when I see him, if I don't forget."

PAsroK D. M. Steakxs, at IKldmay Confemwe.

Price. Sd. ; four for [/- post-free.

THE WATERED LfUES, and other Poems.

By B. E. V.

A SONG OF PRAISE, and other Poems.

By J. W. W.
TastehiUy printed in Cliocokte, with Leatherette Covers.

LOKDON

:

JOHN GEORGE WHEELER, 88, Mii.dmay Park, X.




